
Create a Poetree  
http://www.startwithabook.org/summer-writing 
 

Beautiful tree + beautiful poems = A poetree 
Do you have a small tree in your front yard with low branches? That’s perfect for 
a poetree!  If you don't have a "just right" tree in your yard, you could find out 
about adopting a tree in your neighborhood or city park for the summer. Start 
your poetree with a favorite family poem or a poem that your child writes 
himself.  

Along with your poems, you'll need a few supplies to create your poetree: white 
and colored construction paper, scissors, single-hole punch, yarn or twist ties, 
clear packing tape and a pen or marker. Cut strips of white or colored paper the 
same width as your packing tape. Have your child write the poem on a strip, then 
cover each strip with packing tape on the front and back. Let your child use the 
hole punch to make a hole at the top of the strip in the center. Then thread the 
yarn or twist ties through the holes. Hang the poem on the tree and invite readers 
to stop by and add their poems to the poetree. 
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