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Building Ornament 
Building ornaments are used to decorate buildings. Sometimes, they also give us clues about a 
building’s function or when it was built. There are many different types of building ornaments such 
as people, animals, plants, geometric designs, dates, and symbols. Have you seen any of these 
types of ornaments before? What type of ornament would you create for your building? Make your 
own using a simple salt dough recipe! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials 
Pencil ▪ Cardboard base ▪ Salt ▪ Flour ▪ Water 
 

Instructions 

 Step 1 
Draw your building ornament design on your cardboard 
base. Alternatively, you can print a building ornament 
and trace it onto parchment paper.    

Step 2 
Make the salt dough: Mix 2 cups of flour and 1 cup of 
salt in a bowl. Slowly mix 1 cup of water into mixture 
until it forms a doughy consistency. Knead dough with 
your hands on a lightly floured surface until smooth. 

Step 3 
Create your building ornament using the salt dough.  
You can add details and textures using a toothpick, 
straw, pencil or other tools. 

Step 4 
Let your ornament air dry for a few hours. Share a 
photograph of your creation on Instagram! 
Tag @centerforarchk12 and use #architectureathome. 
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